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Dear Sir: 



Appl.cants submit herewith a list of patents and publications which 
Applicants believe the Examiner may consider to be material to the 
patentability of claims of this application and which there may be a duty to 
disclose in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.56. 

These patents and publications were cited in the International Search 
Report, and have been sent to the USPTO as an Elected Office. 

Patent FC is in the French language. As a concise explanation of the 
relevance of Patent FC as it is presently understood, Applicants submit 
herewith: (1) an English translation of the International Search Report 
(Appendix 1), showing the relevance found by the International Search 
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Authority; and (2) an English language translation of Section V of the 
International Preliminary Examination Report (Appendix 2), showing the 
relevance found by the International Preliminary Examination Authority. 

While the patents and publications disclosed herein may be "material" 
within the meaning of 37 CFR § 1.56, Applicants' inclusion thereof in this 
Statement is not intended to constitute an admission that any such patent or 
publication is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as 
such. 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97 (g) and (h), the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search 
has been made or that the information cited is material to patentability as 
defined in 37 CFR § 1.56(b). 

Applicants believe that the claims in the present application are 
patentably distinguishable over the patents and publications listed on the 
attached Information Disclosure Citation Form. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being -filed before the first 
Office Action on the merits of this application and accordingly, pursuant to 37 
CFR § 1.97 (b)(3), this statement requires neither a fee nor a certification. 

Rhone-Poulenc Rorer Inc. Respectfully submitted, 
P.O. Box 5093, Mail Stop 3C43 ^ ^ ^ — ^ 



Collegeville, PA 19426-0997 
Telephone: (610) 454-3839 
Facsimile: (610)454-3808 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/FR96/00218 



VII. Certain defect! In the International application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 



Claim 1 does not appear to be supported by the 
description: cf. point 3) in "Citations and 
Explanations" . 
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International application No. 
PCT/FR96/00218 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. STATEMENT 



Novelty Claims 1-25 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive Step Claims 1-25 YES £ ) 
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Claims NO 



Industrial Applicability Claims 1-25 YES 

Claims NO ^ 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1« Given that it is not possible to compare the 
"reporter" gene of WO-A-94/16080 (1) with the 
"therapeutic" gene of the present application, 
claims 1 to 25 are novel. 

2. In view of the tests demonstrating the synergy 
between the immunosuppressive agent and the recombi- 
nant adenovirus, which is the subject of claims 1 to 
25, these claims are inventive. 

3. Lines 21 and 22 on page 12 of the description 
indicate that the adenovirus which is used in the 
claimed medicinal combination is defective, a fact 
which it would seem to be necessary to make clear in 
claim 1. 

4. There is also a lack of clarity in the following 
claims : 

- Claim 11 should refer to claims 1 to 9 , since it 
is in contradiction with Claim 10. 

- For the same reasons, claims 23 and 25 should 
refer back to claims 21 (and not 22) and 1 to 23 , 
respectively . 
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